IV.

THE  FACTORY  OF  BERGEN.

WE have seen how great was the Hansa's powei
in peace and in war; let us now cast a glance
at the basis upon which the whole proud fabric
rested. This is to be sought, beyond doubt, in
its foreign commerce. How enormous the interest
they had, especially in the Baltic trade, how
great, indeed almost exclusive, was their empire
in that sea, it is difficult to realize. And to re-
tain this empire, to be masters of the mercantile
relations between the eastern and western extre-
mities of Europe, they considered no sacrifice too
great. This was the keynote of their policy. Their
purpose, simple enough in conception, was carried out
with a disregard of other claims than their own, and
often a violence which made them encounter resis-
tance, and which in the end was largely the cause of
their fall.

The political agitations and confusions .which dis-
turbed the Scandinavian kingdoms early in- the
fifteenth century were astutely utilized by the Han-
seatics, who, having their settlements at Bergen and
Scania, were able to keep out the Dutch and English,
then just beginning to attempt a rivalry with them in